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Anyone who grew up in Saltash, Cornwall will strongly identify with bridges. 

Brunel’s magnificent Royal Albert railway bridge has spanned the River Tamar 

since 1859, joined by its sister Tamar Bridge in 1961 to carry road traffic.

I was born in 1964 so they have both always been there, first part of my daily 

route to school and when I moved away from Cornwall, the visual welcome on 

my return trips to see family, and often in my dreams.

So it was probably no great surprise that as I became a serious photographer, I 

would almost subconsciously start making images of bridges. This book collects 

some of those photographs taken over the last 20 years or so.

You’ll note there are no bridge names or locations included - this book is about 

the bridges and their immediate environments (though please contact me via the 

website if you really want to know) and I didn’t want to distract from the images.

Steve Lavelle, Long Compton, September 2024
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